
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



3227 November 27, 1914 

April, July, and October in the county courthouse, and may also meet in extra 
session at any time for county health purposes or when an emergency or neces- 
sity may require same. The members of said boards shall receive as their com- 
pensation the sum of $2 per diem while actually engaged in the performance 
of the duties of said board out of the funds of said county appropriated for 
quarantine and sanitation. 

Sanitary Districts — Establishment — District Health Officer. (Act 471, 

Aug. 17, 1914.) 

Sec. 3. That the following provisions of this act embodied in sections 5, 6, 7, 
8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, and 15 shall become operative in any county only after 
the recommendation of two successive grand juries, but on such recommendation 
it shall become obligatory on the county boards of health and the county boards 
of roads and revenues, and, in counties having no such boards, upon the ordi- 
nary of said county to carry out the provisions of this act. The operations of 
said sections of this act shall likewise be suspended in any county upon the 
recommendation of two successive grand juries of said county. 

Sec. 4. That for the purpose of carrying out the provisions of this act the 
State shall be divided into sanitary districts, as follows: Each county shall 
constitute a sanitary district, except that two or more counties each having a 
population of less than 37,000 inhabitants, may be combined into one sanitary 
district : Provided, That the total population of the counties so combined does 
not exceed 75,000 inhabitants. Said combination of counties into a joint sani- 
tary district shall be made by the State board of health upon the recommenda- 
tion and consent of the county boards of health of the counties concerned. The 
last preceding United States decennial census shall be taken as a basis for com- 
putation of population in all cases under this act. 

Sec. 5. That in every such sanitary district there shall be appointed' a dis- 
trict commissioner of health for a term of four years. For a county district 
the appointing board shall be the county board of health, and for districts 
composed of more than one county the appointing board shall be composed of 
the boards of health of the counties composing said district, who shall meet in 
joint session for said purpose. The district commissioners of health shall be 
appointed from an eligible list furnished by the secretary of the State board 
of health. This list shall contain the names of those who have passed a satis- 
factory examination by hygiene and sanitation and State health laws, and 
certain books and reports may be prescribed by the examining board as the 
basis of such examinations. The secretary of the State board of health shall, 
with the aid of a committee from the State board examine all applicants for 
the position of district health commissioner under rules prescribed by the 
State board and the provisions of this act, and he shall supervise the work of 
all district commissioners of health, and shall have the authority to suspend 
such commissioner for incompetency, willful neglect of duty, immorality, or 
the commission of a crime involving moral turpitude, with the right of appeal 
by the party so suspended to the State board, whose decision shall be final. 
No person shall be examined except a licensed physician, able-bodied, tem- 
perate, and of good moral character. The examining board shall prepare a 
list of questions on the several subjects upon which the applicants shall be 
examined, and send the same to the county superintendents of education, 
under whose supervision the examinations shall be held. The applicant shall 
sign his examination paper by number, and in a sealed envelope accompanying 
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said paper shall give his name and the number he has adopted, so that his 
name shall not be known until after the board of examiners shall have passed 
upon the question of his admission or rejection. The board of examiners 
shall prescribe and fix a certain standard percentage for passing such exami- 
nation : Provided, That each person applying for examination shall be a resi- 
dent of the State, and shall pay in advance to the secretary of the State board 
of health the sum of $5 as an examination fee. All such fees shall be covered 
into the general fund of the State. Bach person passing such examination 
shall be entitled to a certificate signed by the secretary of the State board of 
health, under the seal of the State board of health, which shall be conclusive 
of the facts stated herein as to such examination and qualifications. The said 
secretary of the State board of health shall, as soon as the results of an exami- 
nation have been arrived at, file a copy thereof in his office showing the per- 
sons who have been passed, and at the same time send by mail a complete list 
of those who have passed to the chairman of each county board of health 
within the State. Regular examinations shall be held by the board in the 
months of October and April of each year; and especial examinations may be 
held by the secretary of the State board of health to fill vacancies, and he may 
issue a certificate which will hold good until the next regular examination. 
No examination fee shall be required of one holding a temporary certificate, 
provided same was paid at the time of standing the special examination. 

Sec. C. That the various appointing boards herein authorized and designated 
shall meet on the first Thursday in January, 1915, and every four years there- 
after to perform the duties herein prescribed. They shall on such day, or on 
any adjourned day when necessary, select from the list of eligible candidates 
who have passed any of the examinations herein provided for and appoint a 
health commissioner for the districts over which jurisdiction is conferred upon 
them. Such commissioners shall hold office until their successors are ap- 
pointed and qualified, unless sooner removed, as provided herein. The appoint- 
ing boards shall fix the salaries of said officers as hereinafter provided. In 
case a vacancy arises in such office before the expiration of the term the 
appointing board for such district shall meet within 10 days thereafter on the 
call of the chairman of said board, or of any two members thereof, and shall 
fill said vacancy in the same manner as is herein prescribed for regular 
appointments. Any person so appointed to fill a vacancy shall hold office for 
the remainder of tbe term and until his successor is appointed and qualified. 
Each health coinmisssioner appointed shall file his acceptance and his consti- 
tutional oath of office with the ordinary of the county in the county districts, 
and with the ordinary of the county having the larger population in the case 
of sanitary districts consisting of more than one county. Each commissioner 
shall be required to give bond in the penal sum of $1,000, conditioned for the 
faithful performance of his duties, which bond «hall be filed with the same 
person, as prescribed for the filing of the oath of office. Such acceptance, 
oath of office, and bond shall be filed and approved by the person receiving 
same within 10 days after such appointment shall have been made. 

Sec. 7. That such commissioner shall give his entire time to the duties of 
his office and shall not engage in private medical practice, or actively in any 
other line of business. They shall possess the statutory powers of a constable 
within the district for which appointed in all matters pertaining to public 
health and in enforcement of the health laws. They are hereby declared to be 
officers of the State, and may be removed for malfeasance, misfeasance, or 
nonfeasance in office and for incompetency. When a district commissioner of 
health is suspended by the secretary of the State board of health, as herein- 
before provided, the appointing board for said district shall appoint a sue- 
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cessor to such person until he is restored by law, or until his successor is 
appointed and qualified, and the person so appointed to fill said vacancy shall 
take the oath and give the bond required by law of the regular incumbent. 

Sec. S. That in sanitary districts composed of one or more counties the 
commissioner of health shall receive from the county or counties a salary, to 
be fixed by the county board of health or by the boards of health of the 
counties composing the sanitary district, as the case may be, in the sum of not 
less than $1,200 per annum. The salaries herein provided for shall be paid 
out of any fund of the county appropriated therefor, and in the same manner 
as the salaries of other officers. It shall be the duty of the board of health 
of each county, at its regular January session, after compliance with the 
provisions of section 5, and each January session thereafter, to determine and 
fix the sum necessary to meet the requirements of this act, and they shall 
certify to the board of count}' commissioners of roads and revenues, or to the 
ordinary of the county in counties having no such board, the amount so fixed 
upon and assessed for the purposes of sanitation and quarantine for said county, 
and said taxing authority of said county shall levy such tax at the time and 
in the same manner as is now prescribed for levying taxes for other county 
purposes. In districts composed of more than one county the appointing board 
shall prorate the salary so fixed among the several counties comprised in such 
districts according to population. It shall thereupon be the duty of each county 
to contribute its portion of such salary to the commissioner of health, and it 
shall be paid out of the sum appropriated therefor and in the same manner 
as the salaries of other county officers are paid. 

Sec. 0. That in each sanitary district there shall be an annual appropriation 
of not less than $500 for the office and traveling expenses of the commissioner 
of health for carrying out the purposes of this act. This sum shall be in addi- 
tion to office rent where necessary: Provided, That in sanitary districts com- 
prised of more than one county, each county shall contribute not less than $250 
toward the expenses of such commissioner, not including office rent where 
necessary. The expense fund herein provided for shall in all cases be paid 
to such commissioner on the first secular day of each month, in accordance 
with an estimate to be filed by the commissioner with the treasurer of the 
county at the end of each preceding month. All expenditures made by the 
commissioners of health shall be submitted in detail at the end of each month 
to the county board of health of the county or counties composing said dis- 
trict, as the case may be. It shall be the duty of the county board of health 
to assess an amount sufficient to carry out the provisions of this act and 
certify the same to the taxing authority of said county as aforesaid, and such 
taxing authority shall levy a tax for said purposes as aforesaid, and in the 
absence of an appropriation made therefor the salaries and expenses provided 
for herein shall be paid out of the general funds of such county not otherwise 
appropriated. 

Sec. 10. That each county shall provide suitable quarters for the district com- 
missioner of health, either in the county courthouse or in rooms rented for 
such purposes. In sanitary districts composed of more than one county, each 
county shall provide quarters for said commissioner, but the commissioner may 
select any one of the county seats for his permanent office, which he may equip 
out of district funds provided therefor. 

Sec. 11. That it shall be the duty of the district commissioner of health to 
be vigilant in the work of disease prevention and the conservation of public 
health, and to enforce all health laws of the State and health ordinances of 
their respective localities, together with the rules and orders of the State 
board of health. They shall make such sanitary inspections and surveys of 
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their districts as may be required from time to time by the State board of 
health or by the county boards of health. They are hereby authorized and 
invested with the power to enter upon and inspect private property at proper 
times in regard to the possible presence, source, or cause of disease, to estab- 
lish quarantine, and in connection therewith to order what is reasonable and 
necessary for the prevention and suppression of disease; to close schools, 
churches, theaters, or any place of public assemblage ; forbid public gatherings 
in order to prevent or stay epidemics, and to this end may call in the aid of 
the sheriff and constables of the county, or the police of any town or city, who 
shall in such cases render him all needed assistance; they shall collect statis- 
tics concerning insanity, feeble-mindedness, tuberculosis, and other infectious 
diseases; they shall inspect hotels, inns, railway trains, street cars, depots, 
boats, and ships, and also all places where food is sold, and shall see that all 
laws pertaining to infectious and contagious diseases are properly enforced. 
They shall inspect at least once every six months and make a sanitary survey 
of all public buildings and institutions in their respective jurisdictions, and 
shall see that all health laws are properly enforced therein, particularly in jails, 
guardhouses, chain gangs, and other places of detention, and also shall keep 
a report thereof as part of the records of their office, and shall also file a 
similar report with the secretary of the State board of health. 

They shall at least once every school year inspect and make a sanitary 
survey of the building, grounds, and the water supply of every school within 
their jurisdiction, and shall have power to close any school when the sanitary 
conditions are such as to endanger or imperil the health or life of the pupils 
attending same. They shall also examine the teachers and janitors for 
infectious and contagious diseases, and shall also examine each pupil, in the 
presence of a teacher or nurse, for infectious and contagious diseases and for 
intestinal parasites, and for defects of eye, ear, nose, throat, lungs, teeth, and 
other physical defects, and shall make a report of such inspection and 
examination to the State board of health, to the county board of health, and in 
case of incorporated towns and cities to the school board of such municipality, 
and in case of a pupil also to the parent or guardian. Said commissioner shall 
deliver one or more lectures to the pupils of each school in his district at least 
once every school year, and such other lectures as may be requested by the 
county board of health. Said lectures shall be upon infectious and contagious 
diseases, the part played by mosquitoes, flies, and other insects carrying or trans- 
mitting diseases, and on general matters of health and sanitation, and upon 
such other subjects as may be prescribed by the State board of health or by 
the county boards. They shall make a monthly report of the work done by 
them, in such narrative or tabulated form as may be required, to the county 
boards of health and to the State board of health. A permanent record of all 
work done in each county shall be kept by the district commissioner of health 
in form books prescribed by the State board of health, which book shall be open 
to public inspection and shall be delivered by him to his successor in office. 
A separate record book shall be kept in each county of the work done in that 
county. 

Sec. 12. That in sanitary districts composed of more than one county the 
district commissioner of health shall have in each county the same power, 
authority, and duties as the commissioner of health in single county sanitary 
districts. In such districts the district commissioner of health shall divide his 
time in proper ratio among the counties comprising said district. Every com- 
missioner of health appointed under the provisions of this act shall at all 
times keep himself within reach of telephone and telegraph service, where 



3231 November 27, 191* 

possible, and shall respond without delay to the calls or orders of the secretary 
of the State board or local boards of health or health officers when his assist- 
ance is required. 

Sec. 13. That the provisions of this act shall not be held to be inconsistent 
with the present law-s relating to the appointment and qualification of the city 
and town health officers in the cities and towns of this State. But the district 
commissioner of health shall be deemed to be the supreme authority on all 
matters affecting the public health of his district, not inconsistent with the 
authority granted to the State board of health. Any town or city, regardless 
of population, may have a health organization, as provided in its charter, in 
addition to the district commissioner of health herein provided for. Otherwise 
all acts or parts of acts inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed. 

Sec. 14. That the county boards of health or district boards of health may 
employ as many deputy commissioners of health as they may deem necessary 
to serve the best interests of their county or district, and may also employ 
visiting nurses to aid them in the examination of school children and to instruct 
parents in matters pertaining to their children and to perform such other duties 
as may be required of them by said board. This section shall be so coustrued 
as to allow any county, whether in a single county sanitary district or in a 
joint sanitary district, to exercise all the rights and powers granted in this 
section. 

MISSISSIPPI. 

Communicable Diseases — Schools and Institutions — Employees — Certificate of 
Health May Be Required by Health Officer. (Reg. Bd. of H., Oct. 26, 
1914.) 

Sec. 5. It shall be unlawful for any school superintendent, principal, school 
trustee, or the superintendent of any other public or private institution, or the 
trustees of any other public or private institution, to employ and keep employed 
in or about such school or institution any teacher, janitor, or other person when 
such teacher, janitor, or other person is suffering from pulmonary tuberculosis 
or other contagious or infectious disease. 

Sec. 6. When an authorized health officer has reason to suspect that a person 
employed as teacher or otherwise in or about such a school or the institution, 
as described in section 5, is dangerous to the inmates of said school or institu- 
tion because of having tuberculosis or any other contagious or infectious dis- 
ease, said health officer shall demand of said teacher or person so suspected a 
certificate of health from a physician of competency and acceptable to said 
health officer. Should such a teacher or employee refuse to submit to an exam- 
ination or to furnish such certificate the trustees or person in authority shall 
dismiss such suspected teacher or employee forthwith 

Tuberculosis — Removal of Patients from Hotels and Boarding Houses. 
(Reg. Bd. of H., Oct. 26, 1914.) 

Sec. 7. That where a suspected case of tuberculosis is lodged in a hotel or 
public boarding house the municipal sanitary inspector shall examine said 
patient at request of county health officer and determine if said disease be 
actually present. His opinion shall be final. If disease be present he shall at 
once proceed to remove said patient as required by law. 



